CMV enhancer-promoter is preferentially active in exocrine cells in vivo.
The CMV enhancer-promoter sequence is often used as a transcriptional regulatory element in vector systems. We have used this control element to drive expression of GFP in a lentivirus vector transgene in pigs and chickens. Promoted as a 'universal' enhancer/promoter element capable of transcriptional activity in a number of cells in vitro, CMV-GFP transgene expression in vivo is preferentially observed in exocrine cells. This expression profile validates the use of this transcriptional control sequence to target expression to exocrine cells in gene transfer strategies.